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Association for Children’s Mental Health


Dear Families and Constituents:

We are asking for your help in communicating a key message on behalf of ACMH to legislators. Mental Health parity, as you know, is a critical need for youth and families in Michigan. ACMH wants all of our staff, members, board of directors, and supporters to help us let Michigan legislators know that this needs to be an issue that Michigan does something about in 2011!

Michigan is one of 7 states in the United States left to not have mental health parity. We are lagging behind! We must support all of our constituents to have access to health care including mental health care.Please contact your legislators to let them know how important it is that they take up the issue of mental health parity legislation during this session of the Michigan legislature.

Families raising children with mental health disorders need mental health parity to ensure they are able to:

· Ensure children/youth receive services & supports that are driven by need and not by authorized  number of visits

· Ensure families do not face bankruptcy due to excessive co-pays and deductibles on mental health services  that are inequitable to health care services

· Afford children/youth access to mental health care as part of overall good health 

Tell your legislator that you want them to consider supporting bills to offer mental health parity in Michigan and when and if the bills come up for vote that you expect them to vote in support of mental health parity.

Included is a list of the legislators in each area. When you call, email or mail them be sure to indicate that you are with ACMH. Let us know when you make contact with legislators and what their responses are. We want to make sure in 2011 that they know we are going to maintain a steady drumbeat until they start to follow the beat of our drum!

Sincerely,                   
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Malisa Pearson                                                                Gail Lanphear

Executive Director                                                          Co-Founder/Board Member
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