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Background 
 
The Michigan Coalition for Children and Families (MCCF) is a statewide, non-partisan network 
of 50 child-focused advocacy and service organizations and individuals.  MCCF members share 
the mission of advocating for policy and fiscal priorities that will improve the quality of life for 
Michigan’s children and families.   In June of 2010, the Michigan Coalition for Children and 
Families created a survey to learn more about the candidates’ priorities for children and families, 
and how to better assist the candidates as they develop their platforms. 
 
 A postcard was mailed to all 600 candidates for the Michigan state House and Senate running 
for the primary on August 3 to request that they respond to the survey. The survey was complied 
through the website Constant Contact. The survey had 22 questions and allowed the candidate to 
also input their own answers as a follow-up to each question. The survey closed on July 19, 
2010.   
 
Demographics 
 
Of the 600 survey links that were sent out, 91 candidates opened the survey. Of the 91 who 
opened the survey, 33 candidates responded. This is 36% of those who opened the survey and 
replied. The majority of the “strongly agree”  to “strongly disagree”  scale questions had a 100% 
response rate. Twenty- six of the candidates were Democrats, while seven of the respondents 
were Republican. Of the 33 total respondents,   31% were female, and 69% were male.   
 
Trends and Responses 
 
MCCF is unique in that if focuses on all facets of a child’s development from birth to adulthood.  
MCCF strives to make Kids Priority 1 in Michigan by advocating for investments in children’s 
health, safety, economic security, and education.  These investments support the healthy 
development of Michigan’s children and youth to prepare them for school, to graduate, and 
participate fully in the future global economy.   
 
The candidates were asked questions that focused on health, safety, economic security, 
education, fiscal policy, the current crisis in the state budget and what they would do to provide 
leadership on child and family issues if elected.  The following is the results of all 22 questions 
and the responses posed by MCCF of the candidates.   
 
Question 1- The state of Michigan has had a budget gap since 2001 and faces another 
significant deficit in Fiscal year 2011. In recent year, deep and painful cuts have been made 
across the budget in prevention and safety net programs that affect children. Michigan should 
examine its tax code to assure adequate funding for public services in health, education, safety 
and economic security.    
 
Question 1 Tax Code- Analysis  
 
The majority of respondents (33) “strongly agree”  with the statement (76%) when asked if 
Michigan should examine its tax code for public service funding. The rest of the responses  
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included 18% for “agree” , 3% for “neutral”  and 3% for “disagree” . The candidate responses 
reflected that the candidates are in overall agreement that it is important to examine the Michigan 
tax code for sufficient funding of public 
services. See Chart 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 2- Child poverty in Michigan has 
escalated by over one-third over the past 
decade. Yet eligibility and payment levels 
for vital family supports, such as the child 
care subsidy, Medicaid, and cash assistance, have not kept up with inflation so many struggling 
working families cannot qualify for these programs or the benefits are so minimal that basic 
needs cannot be met. It is important to 
maintain eligibility and benefit levels in 
key programs for families affected by 
economic downturn.  
 
Question 2 Family Support- Analysis 
Candidates were asked about their 
thoughts toward the importance of 
maintaining eligibility and benefit levels 
in key programs for low-income families. 
Of the 33 candidates that responded; 23 
“strongly agree” , 6 “agree” , while 3 
respondents remained “neutral” . This 
question yielded similar results as 
Question 1. The majority of candidates 

agree with the statement, but a small percentage of 
respondents remain neutral. See Chart 2.  
 
Question 3-Michigan's cuts-only approach to 
budget woes could compromise the state's 
capacity to draw down federal dollars.  For 
example, the state must allocate sufficient funds 
to meet its federally defined state spending 
requirement for the Temporary Assistance to 

Needy Families (TANF) block grant of roughly half a billion dollars. The Earned Income Tax Credit 
is currently used to meet a portion of that funding requirement. It is critical to explore all budget 
options, including tax increases, to assure Michigan has the capacity to draw down the federal 
dollars for vital programs. 
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Question 3- Options to draw down federal 
dollars- Analysis 
 
In response to whether or not candidates 
would work with the Michigan budget and 
consider a variety of options to draw down 
federal dollars for vital programs such as 
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 
and the Earned Income Tax Credit 
candidate responses (33) were scattered. 
Fifty- eight percent of the respondents 
“strongly agree” , while 15% “agree” , and 

12% were “neutral” . Additionally, 12% of candidates answered “disagree”  and 3% of candidates 
replied “strongly disagree”  to the statement. This question showed a significant difference of 
opinion amongst the 33 candidates on the topic of Michigan budget options. See Chart 3.  
 
Question 4: By 2009 the state workforce has contracted to 1960s levels while applications for 
programs such as Medicaid and the Food Assistance Program have doubled as the 
unemployment has stayed at record levels over several months. When the need for 
unemployment benefits exceeded the system's 
capacity to respond and many desperate families 
could not obtain benefits in a timely way, more 
workers were hired. The state employee workforce 
capacity to respond to human services needs should 
be considered as critical as the distribution of 
unemployment benefits. 
  
Question 4 Impact of state workforce on services-
Analysis 
 
Question 4 asked candidates about the importance state employee workforce capacity in the 
recent economic downturn. The 33 candidate responses were broken down into 52% “strongly 
agree” , 27% “agree” , 15% “neutral”  and 6% “disagree” . The candidates’ responses were more 
varied when asking candidates to consider state employee workforce capacity being as critical as 
unemployment benefits for families. See Chart 4. 
 
Question 5: Tax Expenditures (such as tax exemptions and tax credits) continue to rise annually 
and are projected to be about $36 billion this year.  Currently there is no process requiring 
regular review of these tax expenditures.  A regular review of tax expenditures is necessary to 
determine their effectiveness and if it serves a public purpose.  
 
Question 5 Review of Tax Expenditures- Analysis 
 
Question 5 obtained mostly positive responses from candidates on the idea of reviewing tax 
expenditures as an elected official. Respondents either answered “strongly agree”  (82%) or 
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“agree”  (18%) (n=33). The high percentage of the 
candidates who agree with the statement indicates that 
this topic is one of concern to the 2010 candidates. See 
Chart 5.  
 
Candidate Responses 
 
One of the candidate responses connected the tax 
expenditures to family services in their written 
comments; “A regular review of tax expenditures is 
crucial for the state, particularly during economic 
downturns. A regular review could possibly cease outdated expenditures and prove beneficial in 
preventing cuts to services that are important and quite critical to the sustainability of families.”   
 
Question 6: Research demonstrates that for a variety of reasons many children and youth only 
have access to primary and preventative health care in their school setting. Research-based 
Coordinated School Health programs efficiently and effectively deliver prevention and treatment 
through school-based health centers, the Michigan Model for School Health curriculum, school 
nursing health services and physical activity 
programs. Investing state funds in coordinated 
school health will improve students’ health and 
academic achievement.  
  
Question 6 School Health- Analysis 
 
Question 6 discussed coordinated school health 
care. Twenty-eight candidates overall responded 
positively to investing in coordinated school 
health programs; 20 “strongly agree”  and 9 
candidates “agree” . However, 4 respondents were 
“neutral”  on the topic of coordinated school care. See Chart 6.  
 
Candidate Responses 
 
The candidate responses do show that they believe that some form of health care in schools is 
beneficial. “Higher needs like intellectual development and accomplishment cannot be fully 
achieved until more basic needs are met. Coordinated health programs are necessary for schools 
that demonstrate a significant level of students without access to primary and preventive health 
care.”   Or, “To invest state funds in coordinated school health is critical. This is the only source 
of primary and preventive health care many children and youth receive”  and, “Kids who come to 
school and are healthy do better than those who aren't. I have seen the benefits when a nurse is 
part of the school staff.”   
 
Question 7: Question 7-Michigan continues to see increased disparities by race, ethnicity, and 
income in child-well being including infant mortality, child death rates, child abuse and neglect, 
juvenile delinquency, and dropping out of school. Investing in programs that target children who 
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are most at risk of poor outcomes because of disparities will improve the state's social and 
economic climate.   
 
Question 7 Childhood disparities- Analysis 
 
The 33 candidates were in overall agreement about investing in programs to reduce disparities 
amongst children in Michigan; 64% “strongly agree”  and 27% “agree” . Though 9% of the 
candidates responded “neutral”  or “disagree”  on the topic of investing in programs that address 
child disparities. Question 7’s responses showed that the candidates have differing opinions on 
investing in programs that address child disparities.  See Chart 7.  
 
Candidate Responses 
 
One of the candidate’s responses targets a holistic view of children who face disparities; “To 
invest in programs that target children who are most at risk because of disparities will definitely 
improve the state's social and economic climate. When a child is hungry, she or he cannot learn. 
It is the same scenario when a child lacks warmth, love and care. To create an environment 

where all children are treated equal 
regardless of socio-economic status and 
other disparities lends toward a healthy 
climate in the state” . Another response 
focuses on the benefits of early 
intervention for these children, 
“ Identifying and helping at risk 
students is more effective and efficient 
the more quickly it is done. Using 
evidence-based methods of identifying 
and responding to kids who are at-risk 
is a necessary part of our long-term 
success as a state and as a people. We 

can reduce larger costs later by addressing these issues now.”  
 
Question 8: With recent state budget cuts, over 32,000 people who want access to pre-pregnancy 
family planning services will be turned away this year.  In 2006 when services were more readily 
available, 56% of Medicaid births and 59% of uninsured births in Michigan were unplanned.  
Research shows unintended pregnancies often result in delayed prenatal care, increased birth 
complications, as well as increased likelihood of child abuse and neglect, depression, anxiety, 
and dependence on welfare.   Family planning services is a wise investment given the future 
costs to Michigan taxpayers.  
 
Question 8 Family Planning- Analysis 
 
The candidate’s responses to Question 8 were across the board, but most candidates “strongly 
agree”  or “agree”  with investing in family planning services (88%). Six percent of the candidates 
were neutral on the issue, while 6% either “disagree”  or “strongly disagree” . See Chart 8.  
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Candidate Responses 
 
The majority of candidates who responded with 
text answers (11) were strong proponents for 
family planning services. A few of the 
responses included; “Family planning services 
is a wise investment as it can assist in the 
reduction of health risks and further promote 
healthy behaviors. These resources, given the 
future costs to Michigan taxpayers, are 
desperately needed to improve the quality of 

life for Michigan taxpayers and their families” , and “ I strongly agree that family planning 
services are a wise investment for obvious reasons. Family planning programs are educational 
programs. They provide at risk parents with needed skills which may result in less dependence 
on state services.”  
 
Question 9: With obesity in children rising to epidemic proportions, developing healthy school 
food environments and strong nutritional standards for all food available in schools - both 
school lunches (USDA Child Nutrition Program meals) and foods available in a vending machine 
are being discussed. The Michigan Nutrition Standards Recommendations for all Foods Available 
in Michigan Schools, currently in pilot stages, should be supported and implemented statewide.  
 
 
Question 9 Michigan Nutrition Standards- Analysis 
 
Twenty-two candidates responded “strongly agree” , 7, “agree”  and 5 were “neutral”  on 
implementing and developing nutrition plans for schools (n=33). The majority of candidates 
showed agreement that the Michigan Nutrition Standards Recommendations for all  Foods 
Available in Michigan Schools should be utilized in Michigan schools. See Chart 9 
 
Candidate Response 
 
All of the candidate responses demonstrated support in promoting the development of nutritional 
food plans in schools. One candidate replied; “The Michigan Nutrition Standards 
Recommendations for all Foods Available in Michigan Schools should be supported and 
implemented statewide. To provide healthy, nutritious meals in schools is necessary as many of 
our children are suffering from obesity, diabetes and other diseases. School lunches may be the 
only healthy meal they receive” . Other candidates even suggested utilizing Michigan produce in 
the program, “ I would also like to see more of the products purchased from Michigan and local 
producers” , and “ I read about a wonderful program in California where fruits and vegetables in 
the area were used. Having this in Michigan would promote not only healthier foods for our 
children, but also support the agricultural arena in Michigan. 
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Question 10: Early childhood dental caries have 
increased in children age 0 - 5 years.  28% of 
young children have active dental decay even 
before they have permanent teeth. Oral health 
screening and fluoride varnish programs applied 
by doctors and dentists decrease the rate of active 
decay in young children. State funding for oral 
health screening and fluoride varnish should be 
expanded to prevent dental decay in young 
children.   
 
Question 10 Dental Caries- Analysis 
 
The majority of candidates (31) either “strongly agree”  or “agree”  (98%), while only 2% of 
respondents reported neutrality on the idea of increasing funding for programs to prevent dental 
decay in children. The 9 candidates that included their own statements about providing state 
funding for dental health overall agreed that this was a necessary task as an elected official. 
Prevention was a key theme in their responses. See Chart 10.  
 
Question 11: Studies show that the earliest years of life are critical, affecting brain development 
and setting the stage for all future physical, intellectual and emotional development. Research 
has also shown the return on investment is over $17 for every $1 invested in early childhood. 
Programs such as nurse family partnership, childhood development screening, and early 
childhood education and care are critical to prepare children to enter kindergarten ready to 
succeed.  
 
Question 11 Early Childhood Investment- Analysis 
 
The reported percentages for Question 11 indicate that the candidates feel strongly about early 
childhood programming in Michigan. The 33 candidate responses were broken down as follows; 
71% “strongly agree” , 27% “agree”  and 2% were “neutral” . See Chart 11.  
 
Candidate Responses 
 
The majority of the text responses (13) all showed 
support for early childhood programs. Some of the 
responses included; “ I have reviewed research 
concerning these early health programs, as well as 
other statistics related to early education and early 
childhood care programs. I am convinced that they 
are essential elements in providing an equal and fair 
chance for all  of our kids” , “Programs that offer early 
childhood detection is critical to prepare children to 
enter kindergarten. Such programs are able to detect, 
prevent and treat any and all deficiencies discovered 
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which will cause children to enter kindergarten ready to succeed” , and “This is probably my top 
priority when it comes to education funding.”  
 
Question 12: National research has indicated that 50 to 75% of children within the juvenile 
justice system have mental health and substance abuse issues.  Community Mental Health 
workers often encourage families to file delinquency charges against their own children in order 
to access mental health services through the courts. But such desperate measures only funnel 
children into the vastly more expensive criminal justice system. Funding and strengthening the 
Community Mental Health System for children and juveniles will reduce the incarceration rate 
and divert juveniles to move appropriate and less costly service systems. 
 
Question 12 Juvenile Justice and Mental Health- Analysis 
 
Candidates were asked their opinion about funding and strengthening Community Mental Health 
systems in order to reduce the incarceration rate and the amount of juveniles in the Criminal 
Justice System in Question 12. The respondents felt very strongly about this issue and responded 
positively. Twenty candidates “strongly agree” , 10 candidates “agree”  and 3 candidates 
answered “neutral” . See Chart 12.  
 
 
Candidate Responses 
 
One of the positive responses included; “ I believe that Community Mental Health is a much 
more appropriate venue for children and juveniles to be treated than the criminal system. I have 
been briefed on significant barriers to treatment and will work as Representative to take them 
down” . However, more education for candidates on the importance of Community Mental Health 
is needed, given this candidate’s response,”  I would have to research to determine if funding and 
strengthening the Community Mental Health System for children and juveniles will reduce the 
incarceration rate and divert juveniles. I have always noticed that children are products of their 
environments. Therefore, would this recommendation truly divert juveniles and reduce the 
incarceration rate?”  
 
Question 13: Currently, Michigan is ranked 7th in the nation for the number of children 
confirmed to be lead poisoned.  Each lead 
poisoned child in Michigan will require at 
least $45,000 in education and human 
services to address and learning and social 
problems. The Federal Center for Disease 
Control funds for lead poisoning ends in 
2010 and the state of Michigan has 
eliminated state funding for lead 
prevention programs. In order to continue 
to qualify for HUD abatement funds 
awarded to the state, Michigan must 
sustain at least the current level of funding 
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and identify new and sustainable funding streams for lead poisoning prevention and control. 
Resources spent to prevent lead poisoning are an investment in each child’s life long health, 
quality of life, learning, and earning potential. The Legislature should support the 
recommendations of the Michigan Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control 
Commission “Plan to Eliminate Childhood Lead Poisoning in Michigan” for new and sustainable 
funding streams for lead poisoning prevention and control.  
 
 
Question 13 Lead Poisoning- Analysis 
 
Question 13 discussed the importance of protecting Michigan’s children from lead poisoning in 
their homes by supporting new and sustainable funding streams for lead poisoning prevention 
and control.”  Twenty-two candidates “strongly agree” , 5 “agree”  and 6 were “neutral”  on this 
issue. See Chart 13.  
 
Candidate Responses  
 
The 10 text responses from candidates indicated that this is a topic where candidates need more 
education on lead poisoning recommendations and the research of its effects on children. One 
candidate stated that they need more information on the recommendation, while another 
candidate said, “You have left out a critical piece of information. Being ranked 7th might be 
terrible or it might be great....what is the actual number per capita of children effected?”   
Although some of the responses were more promising, “ I have signed the "Healthy Michigan, 
Healthy Kids" petition and support a wide variety of programs to protect kids from toxic 
chemicals and substances including lead” , and, “ In Detroit, the majority of homes were built 
during an era when lead paint was used. The older the home, the more likely it contains lead 
paint. We have to protect our children from the dangers that lurk where they live - - in older 
homes. We say the children are our future; therefore, the legislature should support the 
recommendations stated in the Plan presented by the Michigan Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention and Control Commission.”  
 
Question 14: Employers face a shortfall in its supply of skilled workers in Michigan.  However, 
family literacy continues to lag in Michigan.  About 18 percent of Michigan's workers have low 
basic literacy skills, and 75 percent of unemployed adults have reading or writing difficulties.  
Only 30% of children scored at the proficient level in reading on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) exam as fourth graders. Strengthening economic development and 
attracting business is dependent upon 
Michigan's investments in both providing 
education and training opportunities for low-
income workers and pre-K through 18 to 
increase a family's economic security and 
decrease their reliance on public assistance.  
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Question 14  Education and Training- Analysis 
 
Question 14 asked candidates if they believed that providing education and training opportunities 
for low-income workers is important in strengthening economic development and attracting 
business to Michigan. Of the 33 candidates, the majority felt that this was an important issue 
(96%). See Chart 14.  
 
Candidate Responses 
 
Twelve candidates responded with their own statements, mostly focusing on how critical 
education is for family’s economic security. These are a sample of responses that are strongly in 
agreement with focusing on education;  

·  “We know that the more education a person has the more likely they are to receive higher 
pay and have more access to different employment. Employers know that it is more 
desirable to have a highly educated workforce for the new economy and are more willing 
to move into an area that has a strong commitment to education” .  

·  “ It is in our best interests to provide educational tools to bring people up to a level where 
they can find employment and navigate the basic requirements of our society. We will 
need workers capable of advanced skills to move forward and continue to compete 
globally. We will also need critical readers, writers, and thinkers to navigate the 
challenges of the coming decades. All 
of these skills will require stronger and 
better-funded educational programs, 
starting in pre-K.”   

·  “The possibilities are endless when a 
low-income person is given the 
opportunity to increase a family's 
economic security and decrease their 
reliance on public assistance.”   

 
Question 15: Early childhood education, after-
school programs, and child abuse prevention 
programs significantly reduce crime and violence over time.  Yet all of these programs sustained 
significant cuts in recent years in the state budget process. How would you reverse this trend in 
the state budget process if elected? 
 
Question 15 Prevention- Candidate Responses 
 
Question 15 allowed candidates to explain how as elected officials, they would reverse the trend 
of cutting vital programs such as after-school programs and child abuse prevention in the state 
budget. Thirty-three candidates provided responses to this question. Some of the statements 
included;  

·  “We need greater revenues. The ideal manner is through job creation. More people 
working will equal more money in public funds. We also need to address a strong 
inequality in the manner these funds are raised. Michigan needs to join the rest of the 
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nation in a graduated income tax system to provide the services and opportunities we 
need.”   

·  ”  I would reverse the cuts by offering incentives to faith-based, not-for-profit and for-
profit organizations to provide programs or funds relevant to early childhood education, 
after-school programs and child abuse prevention. I would recommend cuts to the budget 
for prisons and move those funds to budgets for education and public safety.”  

·  “Studies show that there is approximately an 8 to 1 return on investment in early 
childhood education programs. As a former public assistance caseworker who worked on 
welfare reform legislation for the late Speaker Emeritus Bill Ryan, I am committed to 
helping children succeed. Programs such as these are critical for our citizenry.”  

·  “ I would evaluate the whole educational program for early childhood education and 
develop, fund and duplicate some our excellent programs. I would recommend full 
funding and use money from savings and restructuring the juvenile system.”  

 
Question 16:  There are over 24,000 children in the state's foster care system. Over 7,000 of 
those children are available for adoption because their biological parents’ rights have been 
terminated.  Recruiting foster and adoptive families is challenging as state support services have 
been reduced due to budget cuts. Allowing single and two unmarried adults to co-adopt a child 
will expand the pool of available adoptive families.  
 
Question 16 2nd Parent Adoption- Analysis  
 
Allowing co-adoptions by single and unmarried adults to expand the pool of adoptive families 
for 24,000 children in Michigan foster care was the focus of Question 16. This question 
exhibited diverging candidate opinions. Eighteen candidates “strongly agree” , 9 “agree” , 3 
answered “neutral” , while 2 “disagree”  and 2 “strongly disagree” . See Chart 15.  
 
Candidate Responses 
 
The wide variety of candidate text responses (16) indicates that this could be a potential 
education piece for candidates as well. Especially considering responses such as, “ I think this has 
to be looked at in a case by case instance. We cannot just put into place a law that allows 'any' 
two unmarried people or 'any' single person to adopt,”  and “Most cases would be better for the 
child than our current system. For single 
and unmarried couples to adopt the 
system would have to be very closely 
monitored.”  However, a large portion of 
responses were in favor of allowing 
single or unmarried couples to adopt.  

·  “A person's marital status does not 
dictate their heart. Many single 
and two unmarried adults have 
proven to be more family-oriented 
and loving than biological parents. 
Expand the pool of available 
adoptive families by allowing 
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single and two unmarried adults to co-adopt a child.”  
·  “We have many excellent examples in society of unmarried or single parents raising 

children well. To ignore this and insist on married couples only for adoption needlessly 
limits the pool of potential families.”  

·  “Many people would make good, capable, and caring parents, but do not fit the "nuclear 
family" concept. We need to be sure that our foster system is evaluating potential 
candidates on objective measures of ability to care for a child.”  

 
Question 17: The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a refundable tax credit on income taxes 
and, as described by the Anderson Economic Group (in a study commissioned by the Michigan 
Association of United Ways and the Community Economic Development Association of 
Michigan), "is widely considered the most effective program for helping families work their way 
out of poverty. Increasing participation in EITC by 1% in Michigan would generate an additional 
$3.3 million in new economic activity." The state should support efforts to increase low-wage 
worker participation in the EITC program.  
 
 
Question 17 EITC- Analysis and Candidate Responses 
Question 17 asked candidates if they agreed whether or not the state should support efforts to 
increase low-wage worker participation in the Earned Income Tax Credit program. Forty-five 
percent of candidates answered that they “strongly agree” , 42% “agree” , 11% stated “neutral” , 
and 2% “disagree”  (n=33). One of the candidates needed more information on the EITC, but the 
majority of candidates agreed on helping more constituents become aware of the EITC, and 
coupling the EITC with other programs to help families.  
 
Question 18: Research highlights the need for schools to expand connections to community 
partners to ensure that there are adequate resources to meet the needs of all students Pre-K 
through higher education.  Local schools need strong out-of-school time partners, strong higher 
education partners, strong workforce development partners and strong children's services 
partners. What strategies will you promote with your colleagues in the Legislature and the 
Administration to support community and education partnerships that will be necessary for 
education reform to succeed? 
 
Question 18 Community-Education Partners- Analysis 
 
Question 18 asked candidates to provide their 
own responses to which strategies they would 
promote in their elected positions for 
community and education partnerships 
necessary for education reform. Thirty-one 
candidates provided answers. Some of these 
include;  

·  “ I would like to see schools serve as 
community centers with community 
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partners becoming more visible in the district.”   
·  “We have an opportunity to bring a host of partners into the education and skills training 

conversation in this state, working to develop a more seamless process of educating our 
young people, providing them with the knowledge base they will need to succeed, and 
then moving them into the workforce.”  

·  “Links to vocational programs and community colleges need to be there to give students 
a seamless path to starting a career. Also, preschool programs that are run by, or 
partnered with a school district can start a relationship between that family and the school 
that will continue as the child grows.”  

 
Question 19: Please rank your top priorities for children and family in order of importance.  
 
Top Priorities- Candidate Responses 
 
This question allowed candidates to rank eight child and family issues in order of importance. 
The issues listed by candidates in order of importance were Early Childhood Education, 
Education K-12, Jobs, Health Care, Child Abuse and Neglect, Economic Security, Safety and 
Mental Health (n=32) overall. The majority of the responses from candidates indicated that all 
were important issues and that they could not be ranked. One candidate even tried to rank them 
all as number one. A particularly interesting comment was, “ A number of these issues are linked, 
and multiple efforts need to be made in these areas.”   
 
Question 20: What are the top 3 children's issues you will work on once you are elected?  
 
To 3 Issues for Individual Candidate Responses 
 
Question 20 asked candidates to fill -in the top 3 children’s issues that they will work on as 
elected officials. Table 1 is a comprehensive list of 32 candidates’  top three child and family 
issues. The top three children’s issues overall were Early Childhood Education, Health/Health 
Care and Education.  
 
 
 
 
Table 1. Candidate’s Top Three Child and Family I ssues 

 
Children's I ssues # of Responses 
Ear ly Childhood Education  15 
Health/Health Care 13 
Education 10 
Child Abuse and Neglect 7 
K -12 Education 6 
Safety 4 
Funding for  Education 4 
Economic Stability/Secur ity 4 
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Children’s Mental Health 4 
Jobs 3 
Creating “ Promise”  Distr icts 2 
Basic Needs 2 
Environmental Hazards 2 
After -school Programs 1 
Adult Education Programs 1 
Making College Affordable 1 
Anti-bullying law 1 
Connected Communities 1 
Parenting Courses 1 
State program funding 1 
MCCF agenda 1 
Expanding Nurse/Family 
Par tnerships 

1 

Infrastructure 1 
Health programs in schools 1 
Foster Care 1 

 
 
Question 21: Allowed for candidates to Input their personal information.  
 
The following candidates participated in the MCCF survey; Robert Wozniak (D); Don Bergman 
(D); Julie Candler (D); Scott McNeil (D); Jason Liptow (D); Ken Lampar (D); Jim Shamaly (D); 
Sean Mullally (D); Fred Fry (D); Jane Drake (R); Harold Haugh (D); Frank Houston (D); Frank 
Murin (R); Justin Heany (D); Pamela Drake (D); Garry Post (D); Dan Scripps (D); Susan Vick 
(R); Deborah E. Davis (D); Branden Gemzer (D); Lois Shulman (R); DeRone Buffington (D); 
Dave Morgan (D); Jodi Gabert (D); Robert B. Jones (D); Pam Jackson (D); Bruce Caswell (R); 
Chuck Fellows (D); Pam Byrnes (D); Michael Kell (D); Lauren Hager (R); Roger Dunigan (D) 
and Robert Palmer (R).  
 
 
Question 22: Please let MCCF know what additional information you would like on child and 
family issues.  
 
Additional Information- Candidate Responses 
 
Question 22 inquired about additional information that MCCF could provide to candidates on 
child and family issues. Thirty candidates provided a variety of requests about the information 
they would like from MCCF. Some of these included; “ information regarding lead poisoning” , 
“ longitudinal studies on efficacy of early education” , “  health care for children” , “more on toxics 
in the community and immunizations” , and “ information on after-school programs” . Some 
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candidates also wanted to meet with MCCF and would like any information that MCCF can 
provide to them.  
 
Summary 
The purpose of the MCCF survey was to learn more about candidate priorities and assist them 
with additional information as they develop their platforms.  Candidates expressed their desire to 
be sent more information or that they themselves need to do more research on certain topics such 
as coordinated school health, the Earned Income Tax Credit, and community mental health. 
However, in order to advocate for child and family issues there are some specific areas where 
candidates requested more information from MCCF such as lead poisoning, co-adoptions for 
single and unmarried adults, and community mental health given their responses. This survey 
confirmed that MCCF members have many opportunities to educate candidates and develop 
relationships with them to champion the health, safety, economic security and education policy 
and fiscal priorities that will improve the quality of li fe for Michigan’s children and families.  
 
For more information on the Michigan Coalition for Children and Families please visit 
www.miccf.org or www.kidspriority1.org.  
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