Information and Upcoming Events Concerning Special Education and Special Needs

The following list contains events and informational resources related to disabilities and special education. It is for information purposes only. Events are not age or disability specific. 
Saturdays through March 31
6:30 - 9 pm
OUCARES Teen Bowling League
Where: Classic Lanes 2145 Avon Industrial Dr. Rochester Hills, MI 48309 (map)

Ages: 16+ yrs
Cost: $45 per person for 9 week leagueMake new friends!  Get exercise! Have fun!  No experience required!
The parent/caregiver will need to remain with the bowler if one on one assistance is required. There will be a 3:1 ratio of staff to bowlers.

Jan 28—March 31 (no session Feb. 18)
Price includes 2 games each week, bowling ball, bowling shoes and an awards party at the end of the season  To register online: www.oakland.edu/oucares ... or call 248-370-2424
This program is made available through the generous support of the Autism Society Oakland County  ASOC website
February 1, 2012
5 - 6:30 pm
Sibshops
Where: Rochester Community Schools- Harrison Room, Administration Building, 501 W. University, Rochester, MI (map)

Sibshops Flier
 

Sibshops is an exciting program just for brothers and sisters of children with special needs. Sibshops is being facilitated by three Rochester Community Schools licensed social workers.

Sibshops are free but registration is required for planning purposes.This session is Wednesday, February 1 from 6:00 to 7:30pm.

At Sibshops, brothers and sisters will:

• At Sibshops you get to meet other brothers and sisters of kids with special health or developmental needs.

• At Sibshops you get to have fun, play games, and do projects!

• At Sibshops you can talk about the good and not-so-good parts ABOUT having a sibling with special needs OR… you can talk about the good and not-so-good things about life!

If you have a child who receives any level of special education services, and your other children would enjoy our Sibshops program, please register with our coordinator, Michelle Brabant at m_mbrabant@sbcglobal.net. The program is being offered three times during the school year.

February 6 - March 12
10:30am - noon
Creativity Club
Where: The Art Experience, 175 S. Saginaw #109, Pontiac, MI (map)  

248-706-3304  www.theartexperience.org 

Fee $50, materials included

Looking to mix up the routine?  Come have fun, create and play with a new art form each week.  A class for adults with developmental disabilities to explore various art processes, socialize, and express themselves through art while having fun!
February 9 and February 15
Getting my Own Address
Feb. 9, 6:30pm - 8:30pm, Lamphere Center, 29685 Tawas, Madison Heights, MI 48071 (map)

Feb. 15, 5:30pm - 7:30pm, West Bloomfield School District, 7071 Orchard Lake Rd, Ste. 120, West Bloomfield (back of building)

 
The Getting My Own Address for People with Developmental Disabilities program is now available through Community Housing Network (CHN), a non-profit organization.  
Access the entire 294 page guide for FREE at http://www.communityhousingnetwork.org/GMOA
This comprehensive full color guide is designed to help individuals and their families navigate the long term housing planning process.

If you wish to purchase a hard copy of the GMOA Binder, the Autism Society has partnered with CHN to reduce the cost to $25/guide for Oakland County residents.  Contact Linda Brown at CHN for more information at: 248.296.1346 or lbrown@chninc.net .

February 11 and February 25
11am - 12:30pm
Parents and Caregivers Support Group
Where:  4345 Meigs Avenue, Waterford, MI 48329   (map)  

Parents and caregivers who have a child or children with Autism Spectrum Disorder are invited to attend this support group. We will discuss the various types of interventions, IEPs and METs, diagnosis, behavioral concerns, how to help sibling and others understand the child with ASD and many other topics. This group meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month. There is no charge to attend.  
For more information and to register contact Bonny Pomeroy at www.pomeroycounselingltd.com 
February 17
6:30 - 9 pm
DSG Teen Time Valentine's Dance
Where: Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 1100 Lone Pine Road Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 (map)

Join us in the Chapel/Theatre and dance amongst all the hearts.

Awesome music by DJ David DeWitt Taylor, food and fabulous snacks, chiller games, bring your friends.  RSVP to Paulette by January 20th!

Down Syndrome Guild SE MI:  http://www.dsgsemi.org    248.327.6154  or info@dsgsemi.org.    
February 27
7 - 9 pm
Meet & Eat
Where: Dessert Oasis, Reading Room, 205 Main Street, Rochester  (map)

http://www.dessertoasis.net/ or  248-453-5239       

The PAC is also hosting a Meet & Eat open to ALL parents/guardians of children in special education.  This evening is a social opportunity to connect, converse and commiserate with other parents.

Please RSVP, so that we may plan by clicking here
Contact: Michele Brabant, RCS District PAC Chair, m_mbrabant@sbcglobal.net 
February 29
7 - 9 pm
Local Fun for Everyone!
Where: Rochester Community Schools- Harrison Room, Administration Building, 501 W. University, Rochester, MI (map)

This Open House will highlight the recreational opportunities in our surrounding communities for young children, teens and adults with special needs.  A variety of organizations will offer information; including individual and team sports, creative arts, therapeutic and leisure activities, play structure, summer camps, social groups and more.  

There will be face painting, paper crafts and snacks for the children.  Come find out what our community has to offer!

For more information, contact Lisa Kowalski at lisakowalski@wowway.com
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
March 12
8:30am - 3:30pm
IEP Educational Series  
Session #2 Collaboration in the IEPT Process
Where: Oakland Schools, 2111 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford, MI (map)

MSEMP will be providing a three part series training at Oakland Schools. This training is designed to teach any IEP team member the collaboration skills necessary to participate in a positive IEP process that develops the best educational program for the student with an IEP.

Audience: Any member of an IEP team: including special or general education teachers, ancillary staff, parents, administrators, etc.

Registration is open for all three sessions, any combination of the three, or just one session. 

Register on the Oakland Schools website: https://www.oakland.k12.mi.us/EventManagement/tabid/637/Default.aspx  

Session 2 IEP Educational series Registration
IDEA provides opportunities for parents and educators to work together as partners in planning IEPs for students with disabilities. Chief among those opportunities is the IEP Team meeting. Parents and educators enter this meeting with certain rights and responsibilities. Given these “legalities”, there remains ample room for discussion leading to the development of a mutually agreeable IEP appropriate for the student. This workshop will discuss the IEP process under IDEA with a focus on the potential for collaborative work that is student-centered and promotes parent/district partnerships.

March 21, 2012
7 - 9:30 pm
Appreciation Evening
Where: Stoney Creek High School, 575 E. Tienken Road, Rochester Hills, MI 48306 (map)

 

The Sparkle Award Program is a way of recognizing the distinguished service of people within the Rochester Community School district whose support of students with special needs is exemplary. The program is sponsored and coordinated by the Special Education Parent Advisory Committee. Everyone that has been nominated will be recognized on that night with special recognition going to one nominee in each award category.

Awards will be presented at the 19th annual Special Education Appreciation Evening on Wednesday March 21, 2012 7:00 pm in the Stoney Creek High School Auditorium. It is a great way to see what is happening in the district, the program is short and entertaining, great food, and a fabulous video of our students. Refreshments will be served at a reception following the ceremony.

Information and Nomination forms are available on the PAC website at: http://www.rochester.k12.mi.us/pages/61850/appreciation-evening-3212012
Using the Nomination Form WORD Document  you can fill in your form and email it to Kathy Davis at Kathymdavis72@yahoo.com
Or you can print the Nomination Form PDF write on it and mail to it to Kathy Davis at 72 Perrydale Street, Rochester MI 48306 

April 30
8:30am - 3:30pm
IEP Educational Series  
Session #3 Collaborative Leadership for IEP team Meetings
Where: Oakland Schools, 2111 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford, MI (map)

MSEMP will be providing a three part series training at Oakland Schools. This training is designed to teach any IEP team member the collaboration skills necessary to participate in a positive IEP process that develops the best educational program for the student with an IEP.

Audience: Any member of an IEP team: including special or general education teachers, ancillary staff, parents, administrators, etc.

Registration is open for all three sessions, any combination of the three, or just one session. 

Register on the Oakland Schools website: https://www.oakland.k12.mi.us/EventManagement/tabid/637/Default.aspx  

Session 3 IEP Educational series Registration
“Collaborative Leadership for IEP team Meetings” builds on the “Essential Skills” and “Collaboration in the IEPT Process” workshops. This workshop builds capacity for teams as they strive to develop compliant IEPs with educational benefit. Participants will be given the opportunity to reinforce important leadership skills relating to planning, process management, communication, problem solving and consensus-building in this discussion-based, experiential session. Appropriate meeting intervention techniques, addressing team members with multiple roles and supporting student-led IEPT meetings will be addressed.

May 7-8
8:30am - 3:30pm
Autism Symposium: Quality of Life - Residential Living & Employment 
Where: Detroit Marriott Pontiac, 3600 Centerpoint Parkway, Pontiac, Mi (map)

Presented by Oakland University Center for Autism Research, Education and Support and the Department of Human Development and Child Studies. 

Audience: Educators and students, parents/family members, researchers, employers, professionals.

The quality of life for adolescents and adults on the autism spectrum depends not only upon the foundation that is provided in childhood, but also on ongoing supports that are specific to their employment and residential living needs. This symposium presents information that enables attendees to 'think out of the box' in regards to employment and residential options. Our expert presenters will share information on how to best prepare the individual for the world of employment and residential living.  

WHAT'S NEW?
Autism Society Oakland County Website Launch
ASOC is truly pleased to announce the launch of our new website and online community!
The new homepage is: www.autismsocietyoaklandcounty.org
In addition to ASD information and updates, this new website includes an Online Community where individuals with ASD and their families can connect, talk and support each other.  To learn more, see our Community Page .
2012 Income Tax Guide
The ARC of Oakland County has assembled an authoritative income tax guide which will prove to be valuable for tax preparers, parents and others concerned with tax deductions stemming from the care and support of a minor child, an adult or other persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
For more information: click here
Click here to view the 2012 Income Tax Guide (pdf)
